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IN BRIEF

Elidel and Protopic

The FDA issued a public health advisory on March 10,
2005 warning about a risk of cancer with topical formula-
tions of tacrolimus (Protopic) and pimecrolimus (Elidel)

used to treat eczema in adults and children more than 2 The Medical Letter®
years old. Elidel has been heavily promoted to the general On Drugs and Therapeutics
public on television. The warning was based on reports of EDITOR: Mark Abramowicz, M.D.
dose-related cancer in animals and 29 reports of cancer DEPUTY EDITOR: Gianna Zuccotti, M.D., M.PH., Weill Medical College
(including 8 skin malignancies and 12 lymphomas) in D?;ggf;'gg%ﬂévgfs& INFORMATION: Jean-Maric il oram D,
adults and children treated with these immunosuppressive ADVISORY BOARD: - -ean-iarie Fomm, Fharm =
drugs. Cause and effect have not been established. When Philip D. Hansten, Pharm. D., University of Washington
Protopic was first marketed, The Medical Letter warned j“'es HinS;h’ M-D-’“?Eckifﬁ"eaQ"ive_f;“é hool of Medici
H R . . 2 H ames D. Kenney, M.D., Yale Universi CNOOl O eaicine
that the pOSSIbIIIty of an increased I’ISK of S.km ma“gnan_ Gerald L. Mandell, M.D., University of Virginia School of Medicine
cies and lymphoma should be kept in mind (Med Lett Hans Meinertz, M.D., University Hospital, Copenhagen
Drugs Ther 2001; 4333) Dan M. Roden, M.D., Vanderbilt School of Medicine
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